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LOOKING BACK:

Phoebe Berks at 25

O

n November 22, 1991, Phoebe Berks Village welcomed its first
residents to Number 16 East Berks Drive. Today the cottage is
close to the intersection with Reading Drive, resting on a green
slope in sight of the long north wing of the Village apartments. But
that November day, its windows presented to occupants Mr. and Mrs.
Stanley Parr a view of bare mounds of overturned earth against the
backdrop of the rolling Berks County countryside.
In the 1980s Phoebe Berks was nothing but a dream in the minds
of a few individuals in the community who saw the need for a place
where older adults could age and be cared for. The Rev. George
Miller, a minister from one of the local United Churches of Christ
and now a resident at Phoebe Berks, was involved in the early
planning stages. By 1988, after a period of hurtles and pitfalls, Rev.
Miller happened upon a suitable property—an abandoned farm
caught up in an unsettled estate dispute going back three generations.
Rev. Miller called the Rev. Dr. Grant Harrity, then President of
Phoebe Ministries, and told him about the site. Rev. Dr. Harrity, who
had long been interested in expanding, began pursuing the property.
“From there on it went really fast,” says Rev. Miller.
Beginning with the health care center, Phoebe Berks began to burgeon
from the stony but fertile soil of the old farm. By 1992 the health care
center was formally dedicated. After only two more years, 37 cottages,

194 apartments, a 51-bed personal care unit, and a community center
dedicated to Rev. Dr. Harrity had been completed.
But what happened at Phoebe Berks was more than could be
measured by new buildings or new residents. Something else was
taking shape there.
“The community is really special,” says Ron Rider, who was on the
board in the early days and involved in the site’s development from
start to finish. “If you walk through the facility you can pick up on the
friendliness of the people here, their contentment, their enthusiasm
for living here.”
The sense of that community is palpable in the atmosphere at Phoebe
Berks. “The sense of friendship and family between the residents and
staff can be felt throughout,” says Star High, Executive Director of
Phoebe Berks. People smile as they pass each other in the hallways
and on the streets. The game rooms, the gift shop, the café, and the
hallways are bustling centers of activity every day, and a roster of trips,
events, and other activities on campus year round keep even the most
tireless residents busy.
“In 25 years many changes have occurred all over the campus in
trends, philosophy, and health care overall,” says High. “The mission
of the campus has never changed. We are truly a community of faith
and service.”

To learn more about the life and history of Phoebe Berks, visit phoebe.org/berks-history.

Your Gifts at Work

I

O
t is thanks to charitable giving that some of Phoebe’s most profoundly effective
programs have reached fruition; as that support continues, we are empowered to
bring those programs and improvements to an ever widening circle of residents.

At the Phoebe Allentown Health Care Center, renovations in the Trexler wing will
be completed in December 2016 featuring six additional beds, three new spas, and
open-concept living and dining areas within a refreshed exterior shell. Earlier in
the year a writing and storytelling workshop was held for 10 weeks with residents
of the independent living, personal care, and skilled nursing communities at
Phoebe Allentown. At its conclusion they hosted a reception and a reading of
their work. The program was funded through a Pennsylvania Partners in the Arts
Project Stream grant from Lehigh Valley Arts Council.
At Phoebe Berks a new studio space has opened in a former apartment—Studio
126 is now a multipurpose gathering space available to residents for social events
and health classes. In November, the Rev. Leah Knox was installed as chaplain
by the Rev. Bill Worley, conference minister for the Pennsylvania Southeast
Conference of the United Church of Christ. In September, the Rev. Naomi
Dublanica officially retired from Phoebe Berks as assistant chaplain.
Meadow Glen at Phoebe Richland opened its doors in February, with 80 beds
offering personal care with and without memory support. In January, the Rev. Jamie
L. Moyer was installed at Phoebe Richland by Rev. Worley, and the new Benner
Heller Memorial Chapel was formally dedicated. Phoebe Richland is now also
offering outpatient rehabilitation services in an exclusive new gym at Meadow Glen.
Phoebe continues improvements at Phoebe Wyncote by expanding rehabilitation
services and revamping studio apartments. This fiscal year the Twilight Program
was implemented, designed to improve the experience of residents with dementia
during twilight hours, when they often become restless.
Also thanks to charitable giving this year, Phoebe was able to expand Spirit
Alive to 12 active groups in Phoebe communities. Spirit Alive is a specialized
Pastoral Care service designed to integrate dementia care with the spiritual care of
residents, enhancing their sense of community and connection.
We are pleased to announce that as of October 2016, Phoebe Wyncote
will become the nations’ second health care center to offer Neurocognitive
Engagement Therapy (NET) to residents experiencing cognitive loss. NET
was piloted with great success at Phoebe Allentown and in March 2016
received the Great Minds Award for Excellence in Dementia Care from
LeadingAge and Integrace.

None of this would be possible without the generous
support and tireless commitment of our donors.
We thank them from the bottom of our hearts.

lder adults throughout the
region now have a new option
to receive the highest quality
in-home care services from Phoebe.
Comforting Home Care by Phoebe
was created through a partnership
agreement between Phoebe Ministries
and Comforting Home Care in July 2016,
forging a new alliance that covers not only
the seven counties of Phoebe’s housing
network, but the larger area of eastern
Pennsylvania as well.
“At-home care is now one more service
we are able to offer to our residents and
their families,” says Scott Stevenson,
President and CEO of Phoebe Ministries.
“It allows our independent living and
personal care residents the resources to
stay in their residences longer, and also
streamlines care services and finances to
ensure seamless care across the Phoebe
continuum.”
“We are extremely excited for this
partnership because Comforting Home
Care provides paramount services
and upholds values similar to those
we at Phoebe feel are vital,” continues
Stevenson. The agreement marks the first
time Phoebe has ventured into the field of
home care services.
Comforting Home Care by Phoebe is a
home care agency based out of the Lehigh
Valley and serving eastern Pennsylvania.
The agency provides personal care
assistance, homemaking, transportation,
companionship, transitional care, 24-hour
nursing care, personal care for those who
are differently abled, and at-home memory
support care and cancer recovery.

To learn more about
Comforting Home
Care by Phoebe, visit
comfortinghome.com
or call 610-625-5600.

